Plasma concentrations of flumazenil during liver transplantation.
Six patients were given flumazenil (1 mg) during the anhepatic period of liver transplantation. We found higher mean plasma flumazenil concentrations during the anhepatic period than occurred in patients with hepatic cirrhosis. It was only possible to measure plasma flumazenil concentrations in four patients after revascularisation of the donor liver. Of these, elimination half-lives could be calculated in only three patients (normal in one and prolonged in two). In these two patients the elimination half-lives were prolonged to the same extent as in patients with fulminant hepatic failure. The changes during the anhepatic period occur because the liver contributes to the central volume of distribution. After revascularisation of the donor organ the prolonged half-lives indicate that transplanted livers may not recover normal metabolic functions immediately.